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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 March 2004 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-41 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 12-24 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [x] Claim(s) 1-11 and 25-41 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)d All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

I. Restriction to one for following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-1 1, 25-41 information retrieval and modification from a database, classified in 
class 369, subclass 13.01, 

II. Claims 12-20, drawn to kiosk type information terminal, classified in class D14, subclass 900. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately 
usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a system-lacking the posting 
capabilities, particulars, See MPEP § 806.05(d). Also the restriction requirement is based on the 
interpretation that every dependent claim is dependent on the preceding independent claim (note 
Applicant's claim numbering). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, different searches and their 
recognized divergent subject matter, and the search required for group I is not required for group 

II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Wayne Stacy on 8/21/04 a provisional election was made 
with traverse to prosecute the invention of group I, claim 1-1 1 and 25-41 . Applicant in responding to this 
Office Action must make affirmation of this election. Claim 12-20 are withdraw from further 
consideration by examiner, 37 CFR 1. 142(b), as being draw to a non-elected invention. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 1 , 25 -4 1 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has 
fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-1 1, 25-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dugan et al 
(hereinafter Dugan), US 6,363,41 1. 

4. As per claim 1, Dugan teaches a computerized method for configuring a network device, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

retrieving a configuration record from a common repository of configuration records, the retrieved 
configuration record being associated with the network device (Col. 6, lines 45 - Col. 7 ? line 15; Col 13, 
lines 20-25; wherein the device records are device specific and event specific); 

modifying the retrieved configuration record (Col. 16, lines 20-25); 

storing the modified configuration record in the common repository (Col. 16, lines 15-25; Col. 17, 
lines 44-54); 

generating at least one device-specific command corresponding to the modified configuration record 
(Col. 17, lines 20-25; Col. 19, lines 25-31; table 2; Col. 26, lines 22-40, wherein Dugan's centralized 
database that has modification, add, delete functionalities, thus the data can be modified and then a 
command being generated from the database profile which is then sent to client; similarly, new profiles 
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can be added to the central location and execution is put onto the event bus then transferred to the various 
client nodes); and 

transferring the generated first device-specific command to the network device (CoL 19, lines 25-3 1); 

receiving an event notification at an event bus, the event notification being generated by the network 
device (Col. 30, lines 37-65); 

wherein the step of retrieving the configuration record is initiated in response to the receiving of the 
event notification at the event bus (Col. 30, lines 37-65; Col, 47, lines 8-20; CoL 30, lines 35-64; wherein 
the retrieving of information for further processing depends on the various network events received.). 

5 . As per claim 2, Dugan teaches the computerized method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of: 

searching the common repository for the configuration record (CoL 26, lines 22-40); 
wherein the configuration record is one of a plurality of configuration records stored in the common 
repository ( CoL 26, lines 22-40). 

6. As per claim 3, Dugan teaches the computerized method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of; 

publishing a message to an event bus (CoL 108, lines 45-60); 

wherein the published message indicates that the retrieved configuration record has been modified 
(CoL 28, lines 1-15; CoL 30, lines 1-5). 

7. As per claim 4, Dugan teaches the computerized method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of: 

verifying that the modified configuration record complies with a network policy (CoL 30, lines 35-63; 
Col. 63, lines 1-10; CoL 65, lines 17-28; CoL 27, lines 7-37). 
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8. As per claim 5, Dugan teaches the computerized method of claim 4, further comprising the step 
of: 

publishing a work order to an event bus in response to verifying that the modified configuration 
record complies with a network policy (Col. 109, lines 19-30; Col. 27, lines 7-37). 

9. As per claim 6, Dugan teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
verifying the successful completion of the step of transferring the generated first device-specific 

command to the network device (Col. 31, lines 1-7). 

10. As per claim 8, Dugan teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the step of generating the at least 
one device-specific command comprises the steps of: 

retrieving a device-specific command template, wherein the device-specific command template 
comprises at least one variable field (Col. 31, lines 35-52); and 

populating the at least one variable field with data included in the modified configuration record (Fig 
6; Col. 31, lines 35-52). 

11. As per claim 9, Dugan teaches the method of claim 8, wherein the retrieved configuration record 
indicates that the network device is from a particular manufacturer, and wherein the retrieved device- 
specific command template is unique to the particular manufacturer (Col. 16, lines 20-43; Claim 20). 

12. As per claim 10, Dugan teaches the method of claim 8, wherein the retrieved configuration record 
indicates that the network device is a particular device type and wherein the retrieved device-specific 
command template is unique to the particular device type (Col. 16, lines 20-30). 

13. As per claim 1 1, Dugan teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the step of retrieving the 
configuration record comprises the step of: 

retrieving the configuration record from a distributed common repository (Col. 15, lines 45-55). 
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14. As per claim 25, Dugan teaches a system for configuring a network device, the system 
comprising: 

at least a first processing element configured to execute instructions (Col. 19, lines 50-67); 
at least a first memory device electronically coupled with the at least a first processing element (Col. 
19, lines 50-67); and 

a plurality of instructions stored on the memory device, the plurality of instructions configured to 
cause the at least a first processing element to perform the steps of (Col. 19, lines 50-67): 
The remainder of claim 25 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to combination of claims 1, 8 and 
9 above. 

15. As per claim 26-30, claims 26-30 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 2-6 
above respectively. 

16. As per claim 31, claims 31 is rejected for the same reason as rejection to claim 1 above. 

17. As per claim 34-35, claims 34-35 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 10-1 1 
above. 

18. As per claim 38, claim 38 is rejected for the same reason as rejection to combination of claims 1, 
8 and 9 above. 

19. As per claim 39-41, claims 39-41 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 4, 1 and 8 
respectively. 

Conclusion 
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20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The following patents and publications are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
"Dynamic Configuration Of Network Devices To Enable Data Transfers". 

i. US 6098094 Barnhouse et al. 

ii. US 6170011 Mcleod Beck etal. 

iii. US 6438594 Bowman-Amuah 

iv. US 6567406 Skemer 

v. US 66 1 5 1 66 Guheen et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Chad Zhong whose telephone number is (703) 305-071 8. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 7am-4;30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John 
A Follansbee can be reached on 703-305-8498. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



CZ 

August 21, 2004 
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